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Call lotters.. WROB

(8ta, loc, Schenectady, Y. Y.)
BTATION ID: SCHENECTADY=ALBANY .

TROY, NEW YORK (Ltr. 2+26+69)

. GENERAL ELECTRIC BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. (BAPLCT.S8 7-1.64 EFF: 7-27.54)
y dehﬂMMﬁ COMPANY .. IR

Near | New Salem, New York (BPCTe1047) S=16=52 (nmot a mova)

5 Transmitter locationX New_Scot.land, New York (CP 7-16-41 .. SRSl < L 2

A

5

1400 Balltown Rd, Niskayuna, New York(BMLCT=-29,9-2-55)
Main studio location X 60 Washington Ave,, Schenectady, New York ,
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- CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LIOENBE RECORD
=0 Tm BT ASTISTERRARY. YL T

Date
- No.

5

| | o ' Plulon
Vil W70 é'a'."‘ 'f"f__ | Prom— o
| 7=16=4) Gh-ﬁ. 3100 * U no commencement
| |$6°°°- | .0 Compl, 9-1-4l.

or new commercial television station.

#3, 13100 U No commencement
| e -
NP XLLED 72000 gy 1230

C. Pa. i‘elnatti.e g C.P. (Bl-FCT-Q,b'-?dch authorized a
televipion station).
T-11 | 10-21-41 Ch. #3 3100

No commencement
66000~ Comp by 12-31-
72000

BC.P. reinstating C.P. (Bl-PCT-5, which authorized a
new dormercial television station).

ng C.P. igsued to show correct call| letters.

2-26-42 Ch. ” EST
| 66000- 3100
72000
kcs.

censs to cover C.P. (B1-PCT-11)as modified,

nich authorized a new commerciasl television
+ruld-llt stationa.

A. | 3-31-42 to make aural call letter & location
announcements only for Station WRGB| d

mri a8
-hen origzinat with Statlon are -
r-§§325c55t5§?

for period of 3 months,

unding 6-30-42, uubjuct to condition that during
this period neces

sAry arrangements wi
for full compliance with Suctinn 4.262 1% ?.

lPI

Exten. of 8 A to_ make

Giﬂﬂltiﬂl announcesents only

nly for nri 1.t==£
%7;5;“&3‘?“‘ e de P SRR

perio 03 a.n, B

- mtth vis trans. oun t pﬂv-r
71’9‘13 tu facilitate uhllti:p" equip-
ment for -rind T-25-42 %o 8-33-4

8-18-42 [ Exten. adf S.A. tb opr. with visusl tfan
output p?utr of llkv in oxder t-:: facilitate
or

ul
c e yeriaod 9—"4—4.’[‘ to 9-22+42. €q P




. Transmitter locdtion#®¥ Sootland, N. Y.

60 Washington Ave., Schenectady, N.Y.

Main studio location
FOCO-88
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call letter
luring periods
: lra bed _

th WNBT|are being

NCELLEKD

l call letter
during period
ire being ro-

1-31-45| Ext, of] S.A, to |mnke mursgl call letter ¢
locationl announchnents for 2GR dyring periocds

when prgerans urhritﬂtin& with WAST are beling re
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

{8 during per
WEBT are being

louncemer

D tiM

13-1-46..ld endi

EST 2-1-R7,
~BCT =23

c-P- to

P1-80T-2 [1-28-47
letter ounc
prograns (at Sta.

Telegram | 9-23-47 | Authorigy to

:

-106
Mod. of ©

sliotired to olosed files.
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CGNB'I‘RUCI‘ION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

over nicic
rr'-ﬂzﬂflr'm m-mmm

3-20-47
B1-43

m-

= m_
over Micrpwave to No ber 16 o

<

FEMPCT-344 10-20-
I-Qd. Df o - j B-Pm"

fvl -lt-c..
davs

%, B ‘ =

—

Yire

Yo.

SHFTITSE TO TS

_“_mm-

l-i-49
£l as mofl. ) for|ext. of chbmpletion dnte

Agthority | rePre 11cnlt IABD 7 %o
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Transmitter location
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Period
From-- To-

a0 BT
3-13-49

omplotion date

gmm B

' santed operatq with freq*uncy
tole de 015 period

. r-
?-18-1&9 nb.‘! jtion WRGB cont
authorig tiun 3—31-& rebro
niero rel
Wire 7=-27=49 | No an :
authorigation -
ovyer FOWE VT el

7:00P.M.Thurs
Yire 3—15-1&5 Ho obJed tiun REF

continge redroddcast
progre WJIZ-TV |[over migrovave r¢lay aysienm
11-17-MP. 2

£§-19-49| 5o objeqtion WREB contingye existing

anthorikation t4 12- 31-%9 rebroagcast WNBT over
microvaye relay |systen. . (S
— }_4; lection VR0P rebrondiast rosr

ollowing

S

—
et |

o *
L

~“WPRetired to olosed flles.
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD
Time Period

. Appl Date
b h lﬂ m. M Dh. From- To-

| Wire 9-284&9 Athorify grantdd reiroadeast from
| CBS-TV Prggram Todight on !roadutF SunLAF 1 0= 2-49
100 to t30 PN pexiod endinz 12.71

[1-25-80 | Extensdoz of Llcenss . |2-1-50 61

-1m—— m
P TSN L I M 5 TS 5

ME:::I—-.-
§1-61 0-1-5

B
8-29-651 | " 9-1-51 12-1-61

m___. 2-1-61 3-1-62
B2 =82 | * [ " 1 v [3]-% &1-85 |

11-16-52 5-16-52

tters and type

2 onj/on reneya.
T
dutu m nﬂti oncn renews

-1
794-

.
!

12-17-53| STA Chg. |CH 6 & Opr. Comy. basis With facilities
accord. BPCT-1082. Notf. Comm. by wire pn date when
reg. o

. under ghis Authl, beging Period Bnding 1-8-54.
MPCT-1685 1-5=54 | same | same =amn 7=8-53
. CP(BPCT-1047,h8 mod) fo extand compl. date.  2-8-5
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date ' Time Period
NO. w Mi Power Div. From- To-
-21-54 STA Opr, Ghannel § with facilitles [accofdance CP

=168 .sb:l R s e ol o o e -
3-3-5!. . STA Opr. on CHannel 6|exact acdordance CP
R =1§. IR T TR T ] R (S
BMPCT=-1816 2-4=54 | sane same | same
>d._CP(BPCT-1047 Jas_mod) [to_exten ozmpla date §-§—24_ P

T p—

BLOT-191| 6-22-85ch.$ 6 |V 93.3
1AL . , ’ m ‘“-
(EPCT-1D47, as

9-8-55 6-1=57
&MY ) AL
6-1-57

p AUX._DES 125; 19ﬁ0.-...

Mﬂml ﬂ BW : HIII

BPCT-3133 3-18-63| CH.#6 |V-93.3 b 5-18-63
AH: 1020 82-88 |[A-46.8 & 11-18-43
CF to change type| of trangmitter,pake othey equip.chgs. _
BMPCT-5€ 53 8-5-63| CH.#6 [V-93.3 U 5-18-63
AH: l102Q" 82-88 maA-4b.8 2=ly=bly
Mod. of ICP_(BPCT-}133)to_install grecise fgeguency control

WIRE 0.2%-.617 |RE TENDERED LIC4 APPL. AUTH.CR.OPERATE
wncE OM PROGRAM TEST ACCORD.CP BYPCT-58534& SECTION
3.629 RULES |




Form ou 126
June 19354

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date flrat llcensed ... Call lotters W AGBE . .
Statlon location Schensctady, N

Name of llceasee General Electric Compen

PR B BERSRE PR P BT B e R e R S R R e e bk s L e L R O S L S R e e L L L —— S i i
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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

PLCT-58
BLCT-1306
AH: 1020°"
MAIN TRANS
BML

11-30-72 Ch-6 V-93.3kw Unl, 11-30-72
AH:1020% MSL:-- 82-88 A-11kw 6-1-75

(Main_Trenk, & Ant. ,l___
HRCT-2 11-30-72| Ch-6

AH:— MSL3:N1620° g2-88
(Ayxiliary| Trans, &|Ant.)
BROTV-161 | 7-26-73

ication,

authorigy grante tter and

antennajon Progr
Rules agd const




e T
February 1974

COMM, B/C TV

BROADCASTING STATION LICENSE RECORD

Date first licemsed ... ... . .. Call letters . " RGP

LER SR S el e T —

Statlon location SCHENECTADY, N. Y.

Name of liceasee _  GENERAL ELECTRIC BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

il L L L T —_— e Y T —————— RSO

Transmitter location . SEE CARD NO. 1

LR AR S LA R TR LR S L N YL -—mmwmm—mu“mn”—-ﬂm“ﬂh R ———

Maip stwaio location SEE CARD NO. 1
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FEESS W« SRS

CONSTRUCTION PERMIT AND LICENSE RECORD

Appl. Date
No. [ssued Freq.
BRCT-2 1-12-76

AUX. TRANS.|& ANT.
RENEWAL OF LICENSE

BRCT-2 1-12-76
AH: 1020' MJL: —--
MATN TRANS. | ANT.

BLCT-2492 8-5-76 Ch. 6 | V. 93,
AH: 1020' M3L: -=- 82-88 A. 11
MAIN TRANS. |AND ANT. Lic|BPCT-46P1) for chgs

&
- i ————

BLCT-2491 8-5-76 |Ch. 6 FOR
82-88




APPLICATION REOORD - BROADCASTING

L

"RLEVISION T Am&ﬁ' (co.

Call WRGB
Letters X new

" Rame GENERAL EILECTRIC COUPAN

P,0, 1 River Rd,, Schenectady, New York)

Action
File No. Dated Application for Nature Date
- Bl=-PCT-5 6=27=41 [Construction permit for 1ew television bioad-
~ Rec'd b=28=11 cast station. (Forrerly 72XB) CRANTED | 7=16-41
Flled 6-28-41 |Frequencies: Ch. #3, 66000-72000 kcs. On: Ch.] #3,

Budssion: A5 &£ Special for (requency modulatignESR:3,100
ESR: 45,000, Time of Operation: Unlimited. | With cc
location: T = New Scotlandy New York. of 9=
S = 60 Yashington Ave., Schenectady, N. Y.

Jural: GE, Type GP=10=-A, Max. 20kw

ion date

_ (Visual: GE s GT-5-A, Max.' LOkw)
Bl-PCT-11 9-9=41 Reinstatement of C.P. (Bl=-PCT-5, which autho
Rec'd 9=10=4]1 |ized new commercial television ;t.at.ion. GRANTED | 10-21-41
Filed 9«10-41 |Frequency: Ch. #3, 66000-72000 kcs.
ESR: 3100

Location: T - New Scotland, New York.
S - 60 Washington Ave., Schenectady, N..Y.
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RECORD - BROADCASTING

Call

Letters _WRGDB

‘ Action
File No. Dated . Application for Nature Date

. Bl-ICT-3 12-26-41 |License to cover construction permit o
a Rec'd 12-29-1.1 (B1-PCT-11, which authorized new commercial S| -05-
P . L

t.o].ﬂision broadcast station),
- e
12=2-13
n-lu'-z 11-30=44 | Renewdl of license GRANTED | 1-25-45
'd 12-4-“
12- -
A =30 newal o
e | 12-045 3-13-46
Filed -3-45

- Ly

T =

4t 13-4-«




CA, rated ‘¢ output I kv,
¥ (as Mod) "peak * * 5 kv
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lm-mmmc

Call
Letters

File No. Dated Application for Nature Date
1-FCT-18] 11-29-46 [Construction = to Install new awral ®d |~ |~
Recd 1 -4=30 sual tramsmitters, and to make change in GRAFTED | 1-20-47

Filed 12-4-46 |antenna system,

(Aural tranemitter: 0.5,Tyve No,0F104,rated outpht 3kw)
(Vigual * 0.8, Tyne 0T5(as mod. Jrat¢d(neak)” Skew)

BF0T-106 | 8-15-47 »d tion of C.P, (B1-FCT-181) to chamge e 2 G
- Rea'd 8-19-47 [treummitter from, Vis. G.E. Type OT5 fo GRANTED | 9-10-47
Mled 8-19-47 3.E. Type TT-7-4, and Aur. G.B. Type No.GF10A
[ G-'-ﬂpmu
Commsnoemsnt and
M-Mhhdu-tﬂmm

r, respectively.




Application for Nature

| — e —— I

Bsneownl of License. GRANTED | 1-30-48

e, —— S T— = = -

Mod. of C.P.(BPET-121, as mod.to make change o), e e
for extension of completion date from 3-20-48 >
40 8-1-48.

: Mod. of C.P. (BFCT-18]1, as mdd.) for exten- GEANTED
6-25-48 sion of completion date from 8-1-48 to
11-1-48

Mod. of C.P. (BFCT-181, as mod. to change
facilities) far extension of completion da
from 1.1-1-58 h 1=1=49.

iy “ b




'J el
w “ mmmmm nmmmc "“:‘fm TRLEVISTON

ot tbu “ﬁh #5
| Letters .U R GD
. Fame mmm_ﬂ._._...........___.........__..............,. — S

- »

Action
Nature Date

GRANTED 1-27=49

File Ko. Application for

I ——————— e ——

— = i——

m-m. 1-4-49 Mod, of OP, (BPCT-181, as mod, for extension | GRANTED 1-13-43
1-6-48 of completion date from l-1-49 to 3-13-49,

1-6-49

H.t“ %o cover ﬂm' mod.,) * r 4-
e e
12—5—119 m—u mterial hhl 1-3-51, reed

Te M ITs
scid & TH1 ot 1351,
d 1-8-51, to lav Dept. 1-8-5 reply to

Commission letter 12-6-90. GRANTED | 1-2-59%

» 11-27=50 } Supplemental information to bring renewal
i & Flled| 13-4=50. /| application up to date.
' p]-“ to bdring renewal
sa;gllnntial up $o date & to include composit

551 | week $r. log & program schedules.




; l'bll l*i‘ll
 FomMEaLy FCC Form 94

~ File No. Dated Application for Na‘ture Date

' BFOT-1047 | 7-18-52 Construction rermit to changa from Ch, ' 4, GRANTED | 9-16-562
Recd & . 7=22=52 |66=72 }CS., to Ch.f 6, 72-88 MCS,.,ERP from
P04 7-28-52 |Vis. 18.25 Kd, Aur. 9.125 KW o0 Vis. 97.5 K|
Aur. A2.75 {H, change type of transmitiers,
type antenna, (1013)
‘ vil- & u"' Go BE. TTG6A ang Tm)

Siomed coples V-0 Mled direot,
forms £ 7-28-52

-‘ a-m-u Renewal of licenese
d & 1 filed direct.

BPCT-1079 | 4-13-53 Nod. of CP (BPCT-1047 which authorited chang
Recd & fileg 4-16-53 in fatilities of existing commercial TV b/c
station) for extension of completion date

from May 16, 1953 to November 16, 1953
Filed direct

GRAFTED | 4-22-53
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.v’on A-170 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING a—
FormerLY FCC Form 94 Call

Letters m
“ mmmnMIﬂir . -
Schenectal New Y¢

- File KNo. Dated Application for

A Sty

BOPC L Mod. of CP (EPOT.1047 which luthoriud shangds
ed & ﬂl 4-16-83 idn facilities of existiang TV droadcast statidgn)
to change ERP from Vis 98 kv, Aur 49 kv to
Vis 94 kv, Aur 47 kv, change type of antenna
and make other equipment changes. (1019') B s
Filed direct.

Mod. of'—d?(l?ﬂ-lﬁ«i'?. as mod,, vhich smathor- GRANTED 1=5=54
iged changes in facilities of existing Comm,

TV B/0C Station) to extend completion date

from 1-!-54 to 2-8-54,

5-8-53

bt. tf M(IU-M. as mod,, which smthor-| GRANTED
iged changes in fecilities of existing TV

broadcast station) to extend completion

date from 5-8-04 to 3-0-04,




. 'I E
— % . . l-i",'l.l-
A - - : v i
) _ P _
& ’ -
) Maae l“ﬁ‘

Forurauy FCC Fonm 84 -

' -
[ "
EL

pied
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recd & £1 3-29-54

?
¥y

!
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2-7-58 License to use transmitters and antenns
Re 1led| 2-10-88 g_ﬂ;: ? n-por-181, l)l mdified, Wy
DX, TRANS ANTEENA 1 granted 9-10-47) as anxil iary ¢t
| » mitters and antenva, in comnection with ex-
| 1sting Commercial TV B/C Station WRGH,
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:: Gar !,!u A-1 ": AM'OA“OH IIGOID BROADCASTING

ForMERLY FCC Form 94 Call
,f maom10 Lottors WRON

oem 2 3/0

|

.
[}
b h
L}
L3

T — S S — . —— e T—

Actlion
| l‘llt No. | Dated Application for _ Nature Date
| ' Neod. of comm. PV /¢ statien 14
Becd & £11 d-.o
([ Hadn ent,.| and ton Avemue GRANTED | 9-8-55
' CREEY

o & Aas.

axi request 'l'l'
Pmm ense

(Main & Anxiliary)
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APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING e

Form BC-121

GENERAL ELECTRIC BROADCASTING COMPANY , INZ., (BAPLCT.58) T e S CE
Name X OBMERAL BLECTRIC COMPANY = = ..

’

File Ro. Application for

Recd . &Filed

- e - - - - A S AR D S S e eem  amm ewm SR S S WS e R WS . e

k-30-63 [Mod. of CP (BFCT-3133, which authorised a
change in transmitters) to install precise | D | 8563

frequency control equipmsnt .

License to cover CP (BPCT-3133,as mod.)which
Recd.& Filed authorized a change in transmitters.

MAIN TRANS. &| ANTENNA David S. Stevens,Atty.

BAPLCT-S58 10-3.63 |Voluntary assignment of comstruction permit™ [, o

and license to General Electric Jroadcasting

Recd.b271led | 10-7-63 R EFF 727
e A WILKINSON,Attys.

» F.AC - 'FARUESTONL A O
L | -
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APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

: Fomw BCoif1¢ ¢
. Ave. 1958

File No. Dated

- IMLLT.252 3-11-65

Recd . &Filed | 3-29-63
Main Trams.il Antenna

B | 2015066
R&P 3=1-66
MAIN TRANS

-2 2-15-66
R &P 3-1-66
AUX. TRANS.§ ANTENNA

2.16-66
-65

Call
Letters E!..E .! e

dotiopn
Application for : Nature Date

Nod. of License to reduce Aural ERP from
46.8 kw to 10.4 kv GRANTED | 4-13+65

McKenna & Wilkinsom,Atty.

RENEWAL Or LICENSE GRANTED
McKenna & H!l'!iﬂlﬂll"tty-

2RO s ~ " T T T T T T T T~ TN R '5:_ il %o
McKenna = 4ilkinson,Atty.

?&Ea:i; of license to make chngu in | RETURNED 73=25-66 AS

ansmitting equipment, THNECESSAR
sKenna & Wilkinson-atty r |

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF SEC. 73.652(a) and TR et

G A) 2-26-69
:gr:unmmmmmmmmmu See front of buff card

mov AEMVERP® U 6, ALBANY-scHEMECTARY.

F.CC - WASWINGTON, 0. O \

T |
} "_. -‘-
L | _—



. ] u | | o - II‘ . : - ...,‘

Forme BC-121 APPLICATION RRCORD - BROADCASTING
Ave. 1898 Call
Letters ........." R f....'...._...._...._...,.

o T i

oM, TV

File No. Dated Appliocation for
PRCT-2 2-.25-69 RENEWAL OF LICENSE
R&F 3-3-69

2=29-T72 RENEWAL OF LICENSE
3.1-72 MAIN TRANS. & ANT.
3-1-72 AUX. TRANS. & ANT.
MAR 29 1978 Robert W. Coll (McKenni, Wilkinson & Kittneyx)

Anmended 4-17-72 re legal,




| I'-n-m F.E

Sertember 199 APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING MMERICAL 7v

Call
Letters .. YRGB

GENERAL .
Jape EUECTRIC BROADCASTING COMPANY, INO

[ T e I

aAotiop
File No. | Dated Application for Nature Date

BPCT-4621 | 3-29-73 |CP to change type transmitter to Gates BT-18/ 82
R&F 4=24-73 Atty:s Carl R, Ramey (McKenna, Wilkera
ilmm 4-2&-73 Kittner) GHAHI'E'D 8-16-73

4 97

BRCTV-1€ =20-73 | Request auth, to operate trans. by remote
R&F 6-28-73 control from 1400 Balltown Road, Scher :

#208612 $50| 6-28-73 New York.
Atty:

11-12-74

8-12-7,
Atty.s Carl R, Ramey (McKenna, Wilkinson & Kiftner)
EP 30 1974 [Ltr. 10-21-74 re trans, to be used with Aux. 4nt,

F.oQ - TARERITON. b C.
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TELEVISION

resem APPLICATION RECORD - BROADCASTING

sy ey .

Naze .ORER .mm%mm,.m,-..”
OH E Sehonoctad “

Dated

Aotion
Application for Nature Date

File No.

1-20=75 N OF LICENSE

-3-75 {AIN TRANS. & ANT.) & (AUX. TRANS. & ANT.) GRANTED | 1-12-76

3=25=75 mual report filed See ovey for condition, §
y: John J. Smith (McKenna, Wilkinson & Kittner)

2=3-75

T

Iic. to cover (BPCT-4778) for changes.

Atty.: Carl R. Ramey, (McKenna, Wilkinson
& Kittner)

11-13-73 Lic. to cover(BPCT-4621) for changes. GRANTED [* 8-5-76

11_27_;2 Carl R. Ramey, (McKenna, Wilkinson & Kittner
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 BROT-2
| REPLYING STATEMENT TO THE OPPOSITION FILED BY GENERAL ELECTRIC BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC
filed 6-17-75 by Robert C. Greene

BROT-2 - con@iition (grtd, 1-12-76)P This grant is subject to the condftion tha* the Commission

yserves the right to take such action as might be appropriate uplgfiaonelunion of the

Proceedings in %’h %&g_ﬁm Civil on 66-3118, United States
District Court for ™m trfct of New York; in ¥V tries

d v,

Yiking Industries, Incorporated
Fﬂﬂw Civil Action 47213, United States Distriot Cowrt for the Northern
District of Calif ; uwmﬁmga-g- v. General Electric Company,

‘ in
Civil Action 71-5677, Uni tes District Court for the Southern District of New York; and
in t Ve ct C Civil Action 72-CV255, United States District

Court for the Northern District of New York.

YITON FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE AN AMENDMENT, and PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION DENIALS OF
LICENSE RENEWALS - STATIONS WGY WGFM WRGB filed 1-22-76 by Robert C, Greens,

OPPOSITION OF GENERAL ELECTRIC BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC, TO "PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION™
AND REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME filed 1-30-76 by Robert W, Coll on behalf of WRGB,

ERRATA TO PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION DENIALS OF LICENSE RENEWALS - STATIONS W G Y  WGFM
WRGB filed 2-9-76 by Robert C, Greene - to Teitelbaum 2-23-76.
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GEMERAL ELECTRIC BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

rEBB BRI Rt e EsS Al e R REREBE b p e Bl RS o B SESBBEBREE cBefABsEsas sR R PR A SS SR BFE R RS

SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK
- - .

Aotiop
Application for Nature Date
RENEWAL OF LICENSE RANTED S=11~7h

(Main Trans. & Ant.)(Aux, Trans., & Ant,)
Atty.: Robert Coll (McKemna, Wilkinson & Kitiner)

5-31-79 |Vol, . assigmment of Lic. to Group Six
5-31"" ‘thi I.I‘ll:.

FORM: 314 AMENDED 5-33-80 re legal.

eress [/ 0619 Robert W. Coll, Att

BRCT- 12-22-88 | RENEWAL OF LICENSE ¥
810202LP ATTY: ROBERT M. COLL e
ReF 2.02781 {NCKENNA+ WILKINSON AND KITTNER}

PN REC’D
PRESS.



About the History Cards ...

History Cards were first used by the Department of Commerce to keep track of applications filed by,
and changes to, the earliest AM broadcast radio stations in the early 1920s. The records were
subsequently transferred to the Federal Radio Commission in 1927, and after that to the Federal
Communications Commission when that agency was created in 1934. These cards gradually grew
into a large card file.

TV History Cards were initiated in the early 1940s, with the authorization of the earliest TV stations.
History Cards remained in use until the creation of the first computerized database in 1980 to track
broadcast applications, the Broadcast Application Processing System (BAPS). However, the
Commission did not transfer the data from the History Cards to the new system. Instead, it
retained the History Cards in their original form for reference.

In 1999, the Commission moved to a new location (445 12t Street SW), and also at that time
created the successor database to BAPS, the Consolidated DataBase System (CDBS). Prior to that
move, the History Cards were transferred to microfiche by a contractor (only a few sets of
microfiche exist), and the original paper cards were destroyed. The History Cards were stored on
the microfiche as negative images, like those you see above.

History Cards contain very brief entries and notes about station facilities, applications, and
ownership. They are not, and never were intended to be, a comprehensive record of a station’s
operations. Nevertheless, they can be useful to help determine, for example, when a station first
went on the air and its call letters at that time. History Card comments were generally typed onto
the cards, and thus some records will show more faintly or with more smudging than others,
depending on the quality of typewriter and ribbon then used. Occasional handwritten comments,
corrections, and strikeouts may also be found. Cards may be incomplete, missing, or occasionally
out of sequence.

The History Cards are presented here as they were copied to microfiche, to preserve this record for
public use, and with the hope that they will be of value to future researchers of television station
history.




